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MEETING NOTES: May `29, 2019 
 

John King called the meeting 
to order.  
 
Guests:  Aila Eakuba was a 
guest. She is a Russian 
engineer and has written many 
books. 

 
Rotary Video:  The video was a reminder of the good 
work Rotarians do in the world including connecting, 
teaching, healing and caring. In 2017, the Foundation 
had $302 million. Tina Savage, Nigerian Rotarian 
Ambassador, referred to Africa as a story of triumph. 
 
Sunshine:  Pat Zahn’s husband, Steve, is home from 
the hospital and weak. Pat will not be able to take on 
the co-presidency next year because of her husband’s 
poor health. 
 
Thought of the Day:  Chuck talked about the lament 

of the green generation. For instance, a 
young cashier complained that plastics 
are bad for the environment, but the older 
generation doesn’t care. Her customer 
responded, “We returned soda and milk 
bottles. We recycled brown paper grocery 
bags by covering schoolbooks with them. 

We walked; there were no escalators. We dried our 
clothes on a clothesline.” 
 
Happy Dollars:  Several Rotarians gave donations that 
were mixed with happiness and sadness. John K. gave 
both happy and sad dollars – sad that the Sharks were 
out but happy about Chuck’s birthday. there. Bob 
Sutherland was also happy and sad – sad that his 

hearing aid was broken but 
happy that it was fixed even 
though it cost him a cool $135. 
Earl was happy to be returning 
to New 
Hampshire 

for half of the year, except that his 
plane tickets expired yesterday, and 
he couldn’t leave because his wife 
was ill. Al B. was happy that he 
passed his driver’s license test, good 
for five years, but he was unhappy that he couldn’t get 
rid of his timeshare. Tom Huse was happy that the Indy 
race was safe but unhappy that  

 
Andretti lost and that photographing Indy cars humbled 
him.  
 
Other Rotarians were just plain happy. Ruth was happy 
about going to Arizona for her daughter’s birthday. Joy 
was happy that she would soon be leaving for Hamburg 
to attend the Rotary convention. 
 
Raffle: The pot was worth a whopping $452, but nobody 
won it. “C’est la vie.” Chuck won a free lunch and Bea 
won a bottle of wine. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Golf Tournament:  John R. announced that there is an 
upcoming golf tournament to raise money for the 
Parkinson’s Network. 
 
4th of July Picnic: Jim O. said that we will now offer 
vegetarian burgers and apple chicken sausages for $8.  
 

Planning for 2019-2020:  Jim 
O. asked everyone to be 
thinking of questions regarding 
committees and activities to 
which would like to commit for 
the upcoming year.  

 

PROGRAM 
 
Our speaker, Jon Foyt, told us about strategies for 
writing a novel including putting oneself in the role of the 
character, the mission, obstacles to overcome, a love 
interest, telling the story, how the story plays out, and 
how it is resolved. 
 
Jon explained the plot of his sixteenth book called “The 
Third Half of our Lives” in which the 
two main characters, Walter and 
Terry, reflect on their parents, 
education, careers, and retirement. 
The story stresses the notion of 
taking time to get to know one’s self 
by exploring new avenues in later life. 

 

CALENDAR 
Today Adam Nilson – Phoebe Hearst 

Museum, UC Berkeley 

Next Week John King – Club Awards 
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